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the registration fee. Some of them are well known and can be
identified by respectable European merchants.
The third statement that has been made is with reference to the alleged
Indian exodus to Potchefstroom from Natal Those that have made this
statement can know nothing of the conditions of the working of the Natal
laws regarding indentured labourers, and the statement has been made
to the effect that it is men drawn from this class who have crowded into
Potchefstroom. The detractors of Indians have, so far as my Association
is aware, never yet succeeded in introducing any proof in support of the
many statements they have made, and have never taken into account the
great fact that it was Johannesburg which, before War, supported the
largest Indian population, and it is from Johannesburg that the Indians
have now radiated into other parts of the Colony. The trade in Johannes-
burg before War, so far as the Indians were concerned, as it was confined
to the Dutch and the Natives, was very fair. Both the Dutch and Native
trade at present stands at its lowest ebb. The result is that many traders
who found it impossible to eke out a living in Johannesburg have now
established in the different parts of the Transvaal. The Johannesburg
Location supported a large number of Indian landlords. These have not
only been impoverished, but have been obliged to leave Johannesburg and
go to other parts of the Colony. If the original condition of Johannesburg
was resumed and security of tenure re-assured to the British Indians which
they enjoyed before War, most of the Indian population, which is dispersed
over the different areas in the Colony, would again gravitate to Johannes-
burg and the anti-Indian gentlemen would have the satisfaction of knowing
that the Indians have certainly disappeared from the many townships.
My Association will be pleased, if an enquiry were to be held, to adduce
proof to verify every word of the statements made above. As the Chief Secre-
tary for Permits has forwarded my letter of the 1st September to His Excel-
lency for direction, may I venture to express the hope that what appeared
to my Association to be impossible rules, as to European references, will
be withdrawn without delay. While all kinds of unsupportable statements
are being made with reference to British Indians, innocent and honest men
have to suffer much inconvenience and loss without any fault of their own,
a hardship which they were never obliged to undergo when they were under
a flag not their own.
/ have &c.)
ABDUL GANI,
CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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